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RBMP adopted (16)

Consultation finalised, 

awaiting adoption (3)

Consultation on-going 

or not started (8)

By the end of 2010 

RBMPs will cover 
75% of EU territory

80% of EU population

2

State of play adoption of River Basin Management Plans (RBMP)
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Why are the plans not finalised in 8 Member 

States?

• Delays in the technical work

• Difficulties in getting the new river basin 

authorities operational

• Difficulties to agree measures regarding specific 

sectors

• Political conflict between regions and/or the 

central government

• Lack of political priority
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Assessment of the RBMPs

• Objective: 2012 implementation report

• Covering legal, technical and strategic issues

• Screening of all relevant topics 

• 170 plans in 21 languages!

(+ Annexes)

Commission 

Communication
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Some key issues for a successful 

implementation of WFD

1. A solid technical basis

2. An effective administrative set-up

3. International coordination that delivers

4. Integration: get the right balance

5. Smart use of economic incentives

6. Active public participation

7. Political support / ambition
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1. A solid technical basis

• Assessment methods for ecological status

• Comprehensive monitoring programmes

• Setting of objectives for HMWB

• Multidisciplinary approach

• Risks:

– Reduced monitoring programmes to cut down costs in the short 

term... but can result much more expensive in the long term

– Status quo as objectives for HMWB
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2. An effective administrative set-up

• Effective coordination

– across surface (inland/coastal) and groundwater

– across administrative levels (national, regional, local)

– across drivers, pressures and impacts

• Coherent approach across the river basin district

• Risks:

– Trying to superimpose coordination mechanisms over existing 

structures which are not fit for purpose to implement the 

integrated river basin approach – leading to non-delivery due to 

unworkable complexity
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3. International coordination that delivers

• Increasing commitment

– Sharing information

– Pulling together national 

measures

– Joint identification of problems

– Joint identification of solutions

• Risks:

– Coordination “on paper”
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4. Integration: get the right balance

• Starting early to work with the sectors to identify 

solutions - making other policies deliver

• Use the existing tool (e.g. rural development, EU funds)

• Risks: 

– RBMP development in isolation

– Objectives under other policies/drivers get overriding priority
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5. Smart use of economic incentives

• Getting the prices right to promote rational use of water 

and avoid wastage

• Target the largest users and polluters

• Risks:

– Narrow the scope of the application to water supply and 

wastewater

– Fail to get political support to address the most important users 

(e.g. Agriculture)
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6. Active public participation

• Public means all interested parties

• Start early

• See it as an opportunity, not a threat

• Risks:

– “We know what we are doing”

– Turned into a bureaucratic tick-box exercise
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7. Political support / ambition

• Not everything can be done before 2015 but… most of it! 

– High level of ambition

• Programme of measures showing determination to 

abandon unsustainable practices and end with long-

lasting water problems (overexploitation, diffuse 

pollution, eutrophication, hydromorphological impacts...)

• Credible measures supported by clear financial 

commitments and assignment of responsibilities

• Risks:

– Crisis leading to cuts in human 

and financial resources

Percentage of surface water bodies in good status
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Jose Manuel Barroso: ”Europe has strong water

legislation in place, and the challenge now is to see

how it is working in practice. Rising demand from

competing uses and the impacts of climate change are

increasing the pressure on water resources. That's why

we have scheduled a number of policy reviews that will

help us develop – by 2012 – a blueprint to safeguard

European waters.” (22 March 2010)

2012 Blueprint to Safeguard European Waters
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• The Blueprint will include:

– Assessment of river basin management plans

– Review of the Strategy for Water Scarcity and Droughts

– Review of the vulnerability of water and environmental 
resources to climate impacts and man-made pressures.

• It will examine:

– The balance between water demand and the supply of clean 
water, taking into account the needs of both human activities 
and of natural ecosystems.

– The effectiveness of current policies, and the need for further 
policies or measures necessary to strengthen the resilience of 
EU water policy

– How this new ambition level should be supported by data 
collection, scientific and technological development. 

2012 Blueprint to Safeguard European Waters
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WS&D - policy development

• Communication 2007 and follow-up:

– Council conclusions - review & further develop WS&D policy by 

2012

– EP report – new initiatives incl. pilot projects  preparatory 

actions 

– Annual follow up reports

• Policy Review 2012:

• GAP Analysis 

– Overview of problem & existing measures

– Identification of gaps 

– Proposal of new measures

– Assessment of Impact of new measures
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WS&D Building Blocks 

• Water Efficiency
ÁAgriculture

ÁWater Supply Infrastructure 

ÁBuildings 

• Better Planning
ÁDemand management 

Á Integration WS&D management in RBMP

ÁLand use planning

• Drought observatory
ÁEuropean level Drought Information (+ platform) to be developed 

and managed at Joint Research Centre 

ÁBuilding on National & regional data - Subsidiarity principle

• Indicator development
ÁWater exploitation index – not very informative (Annual & national 

average)

ÁDevelopment of more informative indicators for WS&D (EEA & pilot 
countries)
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Natural Water Retention Measures

• Call for evidence launched on 
15/9/2010 – deadline: 30/11/2010

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/wat

er/adaptation/ecosystemstorage.htm

• Study on costs and benefits of 
natural water retention measures

– Linked with other studies on 
ecosystem-based approach and 
green infrastructure

• Link to key DG ENV Initiatives:

– Post-2010 Biodiversity Policy 
and a Strategy on Green 
Infrastructure.

– Resource Efficiency (2011)

Stakeholder consultation

(validation EU models,

local scale)

Indicators &

Assessments

(with EEA)

Modelling (with JRC):

Land-use, RCM, Lisflood,

regional/sectoral models

Mainstreaming

ENV policies

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/adaptation/ecosystemstorage.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/adaptation/ecosystemstorage.htm
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Thank you for your attention

water.europa.eu/policy
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